
Leadership Conference of Women Religious 

Declaration of Commitment
 
In preparation for the 250th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious has entered a period of reflection on nearly 300 years of our 
presence, service, and leadership in the United States.

In a spirit of prayer, discernment, and fidelity to the values that inspired women religious, 
beginning in 1727, to respond to the humanitarian needs of those they encountered in the 
United States, the Leadership Conference of Women Religious makes this Declaration of 
Commitment.

We, the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, affirm our commitment to:
•	 Upholding the inherent right to life of every human being and the dignity of each 

person
•	 Embracing the gospel call to love, welcome, and care for all people, especially those 

who are most vulnerable
•	 Welcoming immigrants and providing care and assistance to all who reside in our 

nation, while advocating for comprehensive immigration reform
•	 Standing against violence in all its forms
•	 Dismantling racism in all its manifestations
•	 Caring for our common home, Earth, through attentive stewardship and decisive action
•	 Respecting and supporting every person’s journey toward the fullness of their humanity
•	 Working to alleviate poverty in all its forms
•	 Exercising the responsibility to vote and advocating for the protection of this 

opportunity for others
•	 Promoting dialogue, negotiation, and mutual understanding as the path to lasting 

peace, rather than the use of force and the destruction of life

As bearers of hope:
•	 We commit ourselves to living compassion, communion, and nonviolence as members 

of one global community.
•	 We remain steadfast in our belief in the inherent right to life of every human being and 

the dignity of each person.
•	 We proclaim the urgent necessity of nonviolence in both word and action.
•	 We embrace our responsibility to make choices that support the good of all life on this 

planet.
•	 We pledge to live our call to be courageous witnesses of love — refusing to surrender 

our moral authority or succumb to despair.

We make this Declaration of Commitment in light of our vocation as Catholic Sisters: to be 
women of God living amid the profound challenges of our world, fearless in embracing and 
embodying the priorities of the Gospel
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Adorers of the Blood of Christ
Adrian Dominican Sisters
Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Benedictine Sisters of Atchison, Kansas
Benedictine Sisters of Boerne, TX
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago, St. Scholastica 

Monastery
Benedictine Sisters of Pittsburgh, PA
Benedictine Sisters of Virginia
Brigidine Sisters
Carmelite Sisters, Vedruna
Community of the Holy Spirit
Congregation de Notre Dame - Blessed Sacrament 

Province
Congregation of Bon Secours Paris
Congregation of Divine Providence
Congregation of Divine Providence
Congregation of Divine Providence, Kentucky
Congregation of Jesus   (Formally IBVM)
Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes
Congregation of the Humility of Mary, Davenport, 

Iowa
Congregation of the Incarnate Word and Blessed 

Sacrament, Houston, Texas
Congregation of the Infant Jesus
Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the 

Incarnate Word, Houston, TX
Congregation of the Sisters of Divine Providence
Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph
Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Cross
Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Faith
Congregation of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul - 

Province  of St. Louise
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul - 

Province of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Daughters of Mary Immaculate (Marianist Sisters)
Daughters of the Heart of Mary - American Province
Daughters of the Holy Spirit

Daughters of Wisdom
Dominican Sisters - Grand Rapids
Dominican Sisters of Amityville
Dominican Sisters of Blauvelt, NY
Dominican Sisters of Hope
Dominican Sisters of Houston
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose
Dominican Sisters of Oakford
Dominican Sisters of Peace
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael
Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa of the Most Holy 

Rosary
Dominican Sisters of Sparkill
Dominican Sisters of Springfield
Felician Sisters of North America
Franciscan Sisters of Allegany, NY
Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls Minnesota
Franciscan Sisters of Mary
Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration-FSPA
Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph
Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement
Franciscan Sisters of the Poor
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart
Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart
Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus - US 

Province
Holy Union Sisters- US AREA
Hospital Sisters of St. Francis
IHM Sisters Monroe, MI
Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Joliet Franciscans
Ladysmith Servite Sisters
Leadership Team of the Sisters of Charity of Saint 

Elizabeth
Leadership Team of the Sisters of the Presentation of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary of Aberdeen, SD
Little Sisters of the Assumption
Marianites of Holy Cross
Maryknoll Sisters of Saint Dominic
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Medical Mission Sisters
Medical Missionaries of Mary
Mission Helpers of the Sacred Heart
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Missionary Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate 

Conception
Missionary Guadalupanas of the Holy Spirit
Missionary Servants of the Most Blessed Trinity
Missionary Sisters of Assisi
Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary
Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception, 

USA Unit
Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit
Mother of God Monastery
Notre Dame Sisters, Omaha Province
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
Presentation Sisters Union - USA Province 
Religious of the Assumption
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary - Eastern 

American Area
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary, Western 

American Area
Roman Union Ursuline Sisters, Eastern Province
Roman Union Ursulines-- Central Province
Roman Union Ursulines, Western Province
Sacred Heart of Jesus, of St. Jacut
School Sisters of Notre Dame Atlantic-Midwest 

Province
School Sisters of Notre Dame Central Pacific 

Province
School Sisters of St. Francis
School Sisters of St. Francis of Christ the King
School Sisters of St. Francis, US Province
Servants of the Holy Heart of Mary, USA Province
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in Maine
Sisters of Bon Secours, USA
Sisters of Charity Halifax
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill

Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul of New York
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, San 

Antonio, TX
Sisters of Christian Charity 
Sisters of Divine Providence, the Marie de la Roche 

Province
Sisters of Loretto
Sisters of Mary of Namur
Sisters of Mary of the Presentation
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur - Ohio Province
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur Base Communities
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur East West Province
Sisters of Notre Dame of the United states
Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions
Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
Sisters of Providence, Massachusetts
Sisters of Saint Francis of the Providence of God
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia
Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
Sisters of St Francis of Dubuque, IA
Sisters of St Francis of Philadelphia
Sisters of St Francis of the Immaculate Conception
Sisters of St, Joseph of Boston
Sisters of St, Joseph- TOSF Social Justice Committee
Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand, IN
Sisters of St. Casimir
Sisters of St. Chretienne
Sisters of St. Dominic of Caldwell New Jersey
Sisters of St. Dominic of Tacoma
Sisters of St. Francis of Peace
Sisters of St. Francis of Penance and Christian 

Charity - Holy Name Province
Sisters of St. Francis of the Neumann Communities
Sisters of St. Francis of Tiffin, Ohio
Sisters of St. Francis, Clinton, Iowa
Sisters of St. Francis, Congregation of Our Lady of 

Lourdes, Rochester, MN
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Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg
Sisters of St. Francis, Sacred Heart Province
Sisters of St. Francis, Sylvania, OH
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet St. Louis MO
Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambery
Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny, Province of the United 

States/Canada
Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny, United States/Canada
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia
Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon
Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern PA
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange
Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester NY 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Third Order of St. Francis
Sisters of St. Joseph, Baden, PA
Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood NY
Sisters of St. Joseph, Watertown, NY
Sisters of St. Louis
Sisters of St. Mary of Namur
Sisters of St. Ursula of the Blessed Virgin of New 

York
Sisters of St.Joseph of Boston
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament
Sisters of the Cenacle
Sisters of the Divine Compassion, NY
Sisters of the Holy Cross
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, Holy Family 

Province
Sisters of the Holy Family, Fremont, CA
Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary U.S.-

Ontario Province
Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate
Sisters of the Holy Spirit of Pittsburgh, PA
Sisters of the Humility of Mary
Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament
Sisters of the Most Holy Sacrament

Sisters of the Most Precious Blood of O’Fallon, MO
Sisters of the Precious Blood, Dayton, OH
Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, San Francisco, CA
Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque, Iowa
Sisters of the Presentaton of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

New Windsor, NY
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

Malvern PA
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

Scranton, PA
Society of the Holy Child Jesus, American Province
Society of the Sacred Heart, US-Canada Province
Srs.of St. Francis of Penance & Christian Charity, St. 

Francis Province
St. Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills, KY
The Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters
The Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi
United States Toronto Region the Sisters of the 

Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good 
Shepherd 

Ursuline Sisters of Cincinnati
Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland
Ursuline Sisters of Louisville
Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph
Ursuline Sisters of the Sacred Heart
Ursulines of Brown County
Wheaton Franciscan Leadership Team
Wheaton Franciscans JPIC Office
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Gertrude Brixius, OSF
Janice Wiechman, OSF
Michelle Grgurich, SCN
Abby Newton, OP
Michelle Woodruff, ASC
Sr. Angela Laquet, ASC
Corinne Sanders, OP
Elise D. García, OP
Lorraine Reaume, OP
Mary Soher, OP
Peg Albert, OP
Sr. Mary Lee, ASCJ
Donna Marie Chartraw OSB 
Shelly Farabaugh, OSB
Sue Fazzini, OSB
Sister Margaret Mary Liang, OSB
Sr. Susan Matarrese, OSB
Sister Rise Jameson OSF
Sister Sandra lyons
Sr. Grace Keane, OSF
Carmen Soto, OCD
Maureen Foltz, OCD
Sr. Mary Kay Kramer, CDP
Kathryn Madden, r.c. 
Helen Kearney, CSJ
Sister Tiberh Hagos
Agatha Faimon, CHS
Jolene M Schmitz, CHS
Linda J Lutz, CHS
Mary Bartosh, CHS
Mary Jo Anderson. CHS
Raymonda DuVall, CHS
Ruth Marie Barreda, CHS
Sara Murrieta, CHS
Mary Francis Fletcher CDP
Maryann Calabrese, CND
Maria  Cassano, CND
Patricia J. Ells, CND
Maco Cassetta, CND
Sylvia Ahr, OSB

Sr. Leslie Keener, CDP
Sister Rose Kruppa, CDP
Sister Anita Brenek, CDP
Sr. Elsa E. Garcia, CDP
Sr. Joyce Detzel, CDP
Sister Lael Niblick, CSA
Sister Peg Spindler, CSA
Sister Sharon Pollnow, CSA
Sr. Madeline Gianforte, CSA
Sr. Helen Skormisley, CSJ
Sr. Marie Hogan, CSJ
Sue Torgersen, CSJ
Kathleen Pruitt, CSJP
Sister Margie Fort, CSJP
M. Johanna Rickl, CHM
Kathleen Brazda, CSJ
Patricia A. Warbritton, CSJ
Sister Sharlet Ann Wagner, CSC
Sr. Cynthia Johnson, SSCJ
Sr. Veronica Fajardo, CSC
Anita Baird, DHM
Michele Bisaillon  DHS
Sister Bonnie Morrow, DHS
Yvette Rainville, DHS
Sr. Catherine Sheehan, DW
Sr. Evelyn Eckhardt, DW
Sr. Nancy Richter, OP
Anne Lythgoe, OP
Diane Zerfas, OP
Katheryn Sleziak, OP
Mary Donnelly, OP
Megan McElroy, OP
Frances Nadolny, OP
Didi Madden,OP
Ellenrita Purcaro, OP
Angelica Velez, OP
Celeste M. Botello, O.P.
S. Mary Yun, OP
S. Verónica Esparza Ramírez, OP
Sister Mary Susanna Vasquez, OP

Mary Nolan, OP
Carol Davis, OP
Catherine S. Arnold, OP
Patricia A.Twohill, OP
Susan M. Leslie, OP
Sr. Cynthia Cammack, OP
Christine Feagan, O.P.
Judith Schaefer, OP
Julie Schwab, OP
Sister Betsy Pawlicki, OP
Christina Heltsley, OP
Jeanne Tranel, O.P.
Sr. Irene Ellis, OP
Sr. Marie P. Buckley, OP
Joanne Delehanty, OP
Sister M. Sharon Iacobucci, CSSF 
Sister Mary Rosita Brennan, CSSF
Kathleen Maire, OSF
Sister Renita Brummer, OSF
Sr. Genevieve Raupp, OSF
Beatrice Eichten, OSF
Mary Pat Burger, OSF
Michelle L’Allier, OSF
Barbara Jean Franklin, ASC
Kathleen Buchheit FSM
Margaret O’Gorman, FSM
Rosalie Wisniewski, OSF
Sr. Ellen Horn, OSF
Dorothy DeYoung, FSP
Sister Georgia Christensen, FSPA
Andrea Ciszewski, FSSJ
Jean Cherry, FSSJ
Marcia Ann Fiutko, FSSJ
Sister Christina Fuller osf
Sister Lovina Francis Pammit, OSF
Sister Marie DesJarlais, FSPA
Barbara Schiavoni, GNSH
Denise Roche, GNSH
Eileen White, GNSH
Nancy Kaczmarek, GNSH
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S. Kathleen Corrigan, SUSC
Maureen O’Connor, OSF
Sister Anna Phiri. OSF
Sister Janice Schneider, OSF
Maxine Kollasch, IHM
Ann Oestreich, IHM
Patricia C. Flynn RSM
Janice Jolin, SMIC
Barbara Thomalla, OSM
Theresa Sandok, OSM
S. Cecilia McManus, SC
S. Ellen Farrell, SC
S. Maryann Campeotto, SC
S. Maureen Shaughnessy, SC
Sister Sue Pablovich MSC
Sr. Ann Lacour, MSC
Sr. Renee Daigle, MSC
Sr. Rochelle Perrier, MSC
Sr. Sue Pablovich, MSC
Genie Natividad, M.M.
Maria Leonor F. Montiel, MM
Sr. Teresa Hougnon, MM
Claris E. Zwareva
Maureen Welch,osu
Eunice Cudzewicz, MMS
Frances H. Vaughan, MMS
Margaret Moran, MMS
Rosemary Ryan MMS
Sr. Bernadette Anello, MSC
Sr. Lucy Panettieri, MSC
Sr. Pietrina Raccuglia, MSC
Sister Janette Hernandez
Sr. Maria Elena Mendez, MGSpS
Sr. Yesenia Fernandez, MGSpS
Sr. Barbara McIntyre, MSBT
Sister Agnesa Negru, SFMA
Sister Carol Woods, SFMA
Sister Dorcas Cordilia Munthali, 

SFMA
Sr. Rose Therese Nolta, SSpS

Judith Zonsius, O.S.B.
Mary Ann Zimmer  ND
Rita Ostry ND
Joanne Abrams
Anna Marie Espinosa
Jeanne Ann Weber, OSB
Sharon K. Derivan, OSF
Mary Chamberlain, OSM
Sister Gayle Lwanga Crumbley
Sr. Margaret Anne Henss, PHJC
Sr. Marybeth Martin, PHJC
Sr. Shirley Bell, PHJC
Agnes Johnson, OP
Sr. Maria Isabel Galbe Sada, RA
Sr. Mary Ann Azanza, RA
Nuala Cotter, R.A. 
Mary Genino, RSHM
Catherine Minhoto, RSHM
Dianne Baumunk, osu
Susan Kienzler, OSU
Terry Maltby, RSM
S. Penny Bingham, OSB
Mary Kay Brooks, SSND
Debra M. Sciano, SSND 
Helen Jane Jaeb, SSND
Joan DiProspere, SSND
Sandra Helton, SSND
Mary C Schneider, OSF
Sister Marian Sgriccia, OSF
Sister Patricia Ann Mahoney, OSF
Sr. Mary Xavier Bomberger, OSF
Sr. Mary Theresa Rozga
S Mary Evelyn Zimbauer, SDS
Lise Gagne, scim
Terry Gauvin, scim
Andrea Nenzel, CSJP
Laura Parker, SP
Sister Regina Palacios, SSND
Barbara Hagedorn, SC

Margaret Mary Fitzpatrick, S.C., 
Ed.D.

Sister Monica Gundler SC
Sister Teresa Laengle, SC
Camille Panich, SCN
Margaret M. O’Brien SC
Amy Golm, BVM
Anne Marie McKenna, BVM
Katherine Kandefer, BVM
LaDonna Manternach, BVM
Kim-Phuong Tran
Sr. Ricca Dimalibot, CCVI
Mary E. Mc Cormick, SC
Susan Becker, RDC
Sr. Mary E. (Buffy) Boesen, SL
S. Maureen Quinn, SSMN
S. Rosemary Riggie, SSMN
Sister Elaine Lange, SMP
Sister Suzanne Stahl, SLMP
Judith Frikker, RSM
Karen J. Scheer, RSM
Maureen King RSM
Sister Teresa Bednarz, RSM
Susan M Sanders, RSM
Pam Hodgson SCSC
Pat Cormack SCSC
Kristin Matthes, SNDdeN
Sister Donna Wisowaty, SNDdeN
Sr. Kimberly Ann Dalgarn 

SNDdeN
Catherine O’Neill, RNDM
Claudia Stecker, RNDM
Dawn Tomaszewski, SP
Jeanne Hagelskamp, SP
Anne Therese Falkenstein, SP
Carole Kimes, SP
Sister Joanne Brazinski, OSF
Eileen Marnien, SSJ
Karen Dietrich, SSJ
Mary Beth Hamm, SSJ
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Michelle Lesher, SSJ
Owen Bonner, SSJ
Kate Katoski, OSF
Celeste Crine, OSF
Florence Hee, OSF
Karen Pourby, OSF
Marion Leaf, OSF
Theresa Firenze, OSF
Sister Elizabeth Ann Yocius, SSC
Sister Ellen Maroney, IHM SSC 
Sister M. Immacula Wendt, SSC
Sr. Lisette Michaud, SSCh
Mary T. Flood, OP
Sharon Casey, OP
Christine Broslavick, OP
Mary Ann Pevas, OP
Maryann A. McMahon, OP
Regina Holtz, FSP
Sister Leanne Kerschner, OSF
Sister Jane Riha OSF
Sister Mary Kabat OSF
Sister Rose Jochmann, OSF
Joanne Lammers, OSF
Jan Cebula, OSF
Ruth E. Westmoreland, OSF
Marilyn Huegerich, OSF
Sister Tierney Trueman, OSF
Maggie, Rahe, OSF
Maureen Irvin, OSF
Robbie Pentecost, OSF
Susan Marie Pleiss, OSF
Sue Artone-Fricke, OSF
Patricia Gardner, OSF
Sr. Nancy Surma, OSF
Sr. Mary Parks, CSJ
Eileen Sullivan SSJ
Elizabeth Hill, CSJ
Jeanene Yackey CSJ
Sr. Susan Cunningham, CSJ

Sister Genevieve-Marie Vigil, SJC
Susan Francois, CSJP
Denise Granger, SSJ
Elizabeth Sullivan, SSJ
Patricia McDonnell, SSJ
Linda Szocik, SSJ-TOSF
Michelle Wronkowski, SSJ-TOSF
S. Karen Burke, CSJ
Sister Shirley Anne Brown ssj
Sr. Patricia Brady, SSMN
Sr. Rosemary Riggie, SSMN
Sr. Judy Franz, SBS
Sr. Stephanie Henry, SBS
Sr. Theresa Chato, SBS
Carol Peterson, rdc
Jean Schafer SDS
Sr. Anne Hoffler, CSC
Sr. Blanche Lamarre, CSC
Sr. Therese Martin, CSC
Veronica Fajardo 
Sr. Annamarie Therese Colapietro, 

SHF
Diane Enos, SNJM
Carol Higgins, SNJM
Maureen Delaney SNJM
Mary Slater SNJM
Sister Cynthia Wessel, SHS
Sister Janelle Banko, SHS
Sr. M. Diane Smith SHS
Sister Dympna Clarke
Carol Tobler, SW
Jacinta Benavidez, SW
Margaret Taylor, SW
Donna M. Williams, SLW
Colleen Quinlivan, SB
Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM
Roberta Bussan, OSB
Marla Gipson C.PP.S.
Sister Judy Kroeger, CPPS

Sister Ann Clark, CPPS
Mary Catherine Redmond, PBVM
Sister Laura L Urbano PBVM
Edna Michel, OSF
Sr. Shannon Schrein, OSF
Judy O’Brien, IHM
Francine Gunther, SHCJ
Mary A. Kerner, SHCJ
Anita Quigley, Shcj
Marie Cooper SJC
Kathleen Hofer, OSB
Sister Jayne Erickson, OSB
Rebecca Anne Rutkowski
Lynne Lieux, RSCJ
Mary Kay Hunyady, RSCJ
Maureen Glavin, RSCJ
Melanie Guste, RSCJ
Suzanne Cooke, RSCJ
Sr. Jocelyn Quijano, PBVM
Sr. Marilyn Omieczynski, PBVM
Jean Anne Zappa,osu
Catherine Talia, OSU
Margie Efkeman, OSU
Laura Bregar, OSU
Maureen Doyle, OSU
Agnes Coveney, OSU
Rita Ann Wigginton, OSU
Sister Sharon Sullivan, OSU
Jean Marie Humphries, OSU
Sandra Sherman, OSU
Joanne Callahan, OSU
Patricia Homan, OSU
Sister Kathy Braun, OSF
Alice Drewek, osf
Beatrice Hernandez, OSF
Melanie Paradis, osf
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